The Twelve

AMOS – Yahweh roars from Zion
Background
Amos 1:1
Amos was a sheepherder from Tekoa, a village about 11 miles south of Jerusalem. He saw
visions concerning “Israel” in the days of Uzziah, king of Judah, and Jeroboam, king of Judah.
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Most scholars put the time of Amos’ prophecy between 765 and 755 B.C.

Date

King of Israel

King of Judah

770
765
760

Jeroboam

Uzziah

Prophecy
of Amos

755
He received these visions two years before “the earthquake.” This must have been some
earthquake!

Franz, and Frost. "Amos' Earthquake: An Extraordinary Middle East Seismic Event of 760
B.C.". International Geology Review, Vol 42, Taylor and Francis Group, USA, Year Published:
2000.
A major earthquake had occurred in Israel c. 760 B.C., which may have been during
the time of Jeroboam II, towards the end of his rule. This earthquake is mentioned in
the Book of Amos as having occurred during the rule of “Jeroboam son of Jehoash”.
Geologists believe they have found evidence of this big earthquake in sites throughout
Israel and Jordan. Archeologists Yigael Yadin and Israel Finkelstein date the earthquake
level at Tel Hazor to 760 BC based on stratigraphic analysis of the destruction debris.
Similarly, David Ussishkin arrives at the same date based on the “sudden destruction”
level at Lachish.
According to Steven A. Austin, the magnitude of this earthquake may have been at
least 7.8, but more likely as high as 8.2. “This magnitude 8 event of 760 B.C. appears to
be the largest yet documented on the Dead Sea transform fault zone during the last
four millennia.”

There is no reference to this earthquake in any of the historical references of Kings or Chronicles.
However, it was well known as it is mentioned again, hundreds of years later, in the book of

Zechariah.
Zechariah 14:5a
You will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to
Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king
of Judah.

Page 18

The Twelve
Amos 1:2 – Yahweh roars from Zion!

Judgment on the Nations (Amos 1:3-15; 2:1-8)
Damascus (Syria)
Gaza (Philistia)
Tyre (Phoenicia)
Edom
Ammon
Moab
Judah
Israel

Amos 1:3-5
Amos 1:6-8
Amos 1:9-10
Amos 1:11-12
Amos 1:13-15
Amos 2:1-3
Amos 2:4-5
Amos 2:6-8

“For three transgressions…and for four” (Amos 1:3, 6, 9, 11; 2:1, 4, 6) is an expression used in
Semitic literature – a type of synonymous parallelism found in Hebrew poetry representing
“repetition” or, in this case, “continual” sin. Job 5:19; 33:29 (NASB –“oftentimes” is lit “twice
three times” in Hebrew); Proverbs 6:16; 30:15-31.
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Israel is reproved for idolatry
The prophet Amos spoke just before the time of Hosea’s prophecy. As at the time of Hosea, the
northern kingdom of Israel was worshipping the golden calves at Dan and Bethel. God despised
their sacrifices and offerings to these idols. Because of their sin, they would be carried into
exile.
Amos 3:14
For on the day that I punish Israel's transgressions, I will also punish the altars of Bethel;
the horns of the altar will be cut off And they will fall to the ground.
Amos 4:4-5
Enter Bethel and transgress; In Gilgal multiply transgression! Bring your sacrifices every
morning, your tithes every three days. "Offer a thank offering also from that which is
leavened, and proclaim freewill offerings, make them known. For so you love to do, you
sons of Israel," Declares the Lord GOD.
Amos 5:5
But do not resort to Bethel and do not come to Gilgal, nor cross over to Beersheba; For
Gilgal will certainly go into captivity and Bethel will come to trouble.
Amos 5:21-23
I hate, I reject your festivals, Nor do I delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though
you offer up to Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings, I will not accept them; And I
will not even look at the peace offerings of your fatlings. Take away from Me the noise
of your songs; I will not even listen to the sound of your harps.
Amos 5:27
“Therefore, I will make you go into exile beyond Damascus,” says the LORD, whose
name is the God of hosts.
Amos 7:8-9
The LORD said to me, "What do you see, Amos?" And I said, "A plumb line." Then the
Lord said, "Behold I am about to put a plumb line In the midst of My people Israel. I will
spare them no longer. The high places of Isaac will be desolated And the sanctuaries of
Israel laid waste. Then I will rise up against the house of Jeroboam with the sword."
Amos 8:14
As for those who swear by the guilt of Samaria, Who say, 'As your god lives, O Dan,' And,
'As the way of Beersheba lives,' They will fall and not rise again."
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Admonished for unjust practices
In addition to the reproof for idolatry, Amos confronts those who are wealthy, are living in
luxury, and practice injustice towards the poor and needy.
Amos 4:1-2
Hear this word, you cows of Bashan who are on the mountain of Samaria, who oppress
the poor, who crush the needy, who say to your husbands, "Bring now, that we may
drink!" The Lord GOD has sworn by His holiness, "Behold, the days are coming upon you
when they will take you away with meat hooks, and the last of you with fish hooks.
Amos 5:11-12
Therefore because you impose heavy rent on the poor And exact a tribute of grain from
them, Though you have built houses of well-hewn stone, Yet you will not live in them;
You have planted pleasant vineyards, yet you will not drink their wine. For I know your
transgressions are many and your sins are great, you who distress the righteous and
accept bribes and turn aside the poor in the gate.
They were selling the poor into slavery.
Amos 2:6
Thus says the LORD, "For three transgressions of Israel and for four I will not revoke its
punishment, because they sell the righteous for money And the needy for a pair of
sandals.
Amos 8:4-6
Hear this, you who trample the needy, to do away with the humble of the land, saying,
"When will the new moon be over, So that we may sell grain, And the Sabbath, that we
may open the wheat market, To make the bushel smaller and the shekel bigger, And to
cheat with dishonest scales, so as to buy the helpless for money and the needy for a pair
of sandals, And that we may sell the refuse of the wheat?"
There were statutes in the law regarding how Israel was to treat the poor and needy (Lev 19:910, 15; 25:35-43; Deut 15:7-11).

The name of God, Yahweh, is pronounced
God boldly declares His name and reminds the people of who He is – Yahweh, God of Hosts.
Amos 4:13
For behold, He who forms mountains and creates the wind and declares to man what
are His thoughts, He who makes dawn into darkness And treads on the high places of
the earth, The LORD [Yahweh] God of hosts is His name.
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Amos 5:8
He who made the Pleiades and Orion And changes deep darkness into morning, Who
also darkens day into night, Who calls for the waters of the sea And pours them out on
the surface of the earth, The LORD [Yahweh] is His name.
Amos 9:5-6
The Lord GOD [Yahweh] of hosts, The One who touches the land so that it melts, and all
those who dwell in it mourn, and all of it rises up like the Nile and subsides like the Nile
of Egypt; The One who builds His upper chambers in the heavens and has founded His
vaulted dome over the earth, He who calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out
on the face of the earth, The LORD [Yahweh] is His name.

The record with Amaziah, the priest of Bethel
Amos 7:10-17
Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, accused Amos of conspiracy against the king. Amos prophesied
about his future.

The day of Yahweh and the promise of restoration
The day of Yahweh will not be light, but darkness for those whose transgressions are great and
who seek evil rather than good.
Amos 5:18-20
There is a time of restoration when Yahweh will raise up the tabernacle of David.
Amos 9:11-15
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OBADIAH – Concerning Edom
Background
Obadiah 1:1
This book is the vision of Obadiah concerning Edom (Esau). Most likely it was written between
605-586 B.C. when the Babylonians invaded Judah and destroyed the city of Jerusalem.

The nation of Edom is from the descendants of Esau. Isaac, the son of Abraham, had two sons,
twins. Esau was born first; Jacob second (Gen 25:21-26). Although Esau was the rightful heir of
the birthright, he sold his birthright to his brother Jacob (Gen 25:29-34; Heb 12:16). The word
“Edom” means red, and this became the name for Esau because he ate Jacob’s red pottage
(Gen 25:30). Later when it was time to receive a blessing, Jacob disguised himself as Esau and
received the blessing from his father, Isaac, who was now blind (Gen 27:1-36). Esau wanted to
kill Jacob, and later, he married Hittite wives. The Scriptures say that God loved Jacob, but He
hated Esau (Mal 1:2-3; Rom 9:13). Esau and his descendents settled in the hill country of Seir,
and he became the father of the Edomites or Edom.
Genesis 36:8-9
So Esau lived in the hill country of Seir; Esau is Edom. These then are the records of the
generations of Esau the father of the Edomites in the hill country of Seir.
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Other names, appellations, used in Scripture for Edom
• Esau
• Edom
• Mount Seir
• Bozrah (Capital city)
• Teman (a word meaning “south” or the “southland”)
Other prophecies in Scripture regarding Edom
Psalm 137:7
Isaiah 21:11-12; 34:5-6
Jeremiah 49:7-22
Lamentations 4:21-22
Ezekiel 25:12-14; 35:1ff
Malachi 1:2-5
Obadiah 1:1-4
“You who live in the clefts of the rock.” The word “rock” is sela in Hebrew or petra in Greek and
may be the city of Sela or Petra about 50 miles south of the Red Sea – a fortress city built into
the clefts of the rock (Jeremiah 49:16).
Obadiah 1:5-9 – Everyone may be cut off from the mountain of Esau by slaughter.

Edom gloated over Jerusalem’s demise
Obadiah 1:10-14 When the Babylonians entered Jerusalem to destroy it, the nation of Edom
gloated over the destruction, planned to benefit from Judah’s misfortune, and even delivered
some of those who escaped to the king of Babylon. God determined judgment on Edom.
Psalm 137:7 (A Psalm written in captivity in Babylon)
Remember, O LORD, against the sons of Edom The day of Jerusalem, Who said, "Raze it,
raze it to its very foundation."
The prophet Ezekiel also prophesied of this event while in exile in Babylon (Ezekiel 35:1ff).
This provides one of the reasons Edom was “greatly despised” (Obadiah 1:2).

The Day of the LORD draws near
Obadiah 1:15-21
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